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In a word, it is largely a matter of technique which
separates these masters—of temperament and of emphasis
too, rather than of philosophy. Perhaps we may say that
if Aristotle with his formal logic and regimented ethic is
a pupil of the poetic and communist Plato, so K'ung
the moralist and formalist is a pupil of the mystical anarch-
ist Lao-tse, whom he visited in 518 b.c.
The social, political, and religious life of China from
very early times is recorded in two books which K'ung
. Fu-tse and all Chinese have held in great respect: the
Shih-Ching or Book of Ode$> covering the period about
1800 b.c. to about 600 b.c., and the Shu-Ching or Book of
History^ containing fifty-eight documents of various periods
down to the Chou Dynasty. The former he edited, choos-
ing some 300 poems which fitted his ideas; from the latter
he drew examples of classical rectitude.
K'ung is the first and greatest of the Confucians, the
typical Chinese, and his descendants are still in office.
There is no more impressive spot in China than his
tomb in Shantung, with its shrines to his great disciples,
its gardens, ancient timbers, and tiled roofs. Here are a
calm dignity, a spaciousness and a harmony, eloquent of
the Master. Scholar, teacher, musician, statesman, he is
one of the world's great men.
As an educator he ranks high: *I learn,* he said, 'with-
out satiety, and teach without weariness,' and he insists
that 'words must conform with things/ and that his
students must work out their own problems. He realized
that the first aim of education is to produce men of charac-
ter, 'troubled not that men do not know them, but that
they do not know men*, controlled by the voice of con-
science, informed by high ideals, trained in industry
and constancy of purpose, enjoying the pleasures of the
mind and spirit rather than of the senses, guided by
reason.
To this end he made much of music, the polish and
harmonizer of character, set the Odes to music and revived
ancient ritual. *By the Odes the mind is roused: by the

